
wail of tho refrsln, and Rornto slowly turned

faibMitiSawassC . .arrvsa i;.--

rater to a thirsty land; that when tbou art
there tho world ii beaultf ul, and when I tt
thee not it Is as though the light wot dead.
Dh, Nyleptha, I will never leave thee I Hero
ind now, for thy dear euke, I will forgot my
people ami my father's house; yea, I renounce
them all. By thy side will 1 live, Nyloptha,
nd at thy side will 1 die." -

He paused and gazed at ber earnestly, but
the hung her head like a lily, and said never
word.

fROYAt Mtt'JII XI
j

each law It was hcjtiiUd to the queens to sign,
whereon tuv trumpets blared out and the
queens' guard grouuded their Swars with a
crash Iu saluto. This reading and signing of
tho laws took a long time, but ot last it camo
to an end, tho last one rodtir.g that "Whorens
certain distinguished strangers, etc. ," and pro-
ceeding to confer on the three of us the rank
of "lords," together with certain military
commands and large estates bestowed y tho
queens. When it was read the trumpets
blared and the spears clashed down as usual;
but I saw some of tbe lords turn and whisper
to each other, while Nasta ground his teeth.
Thoy did not like the favor that was shown
to us, which, undor all the circumstances,
was not perhaps unnatural.

Then there camo a pause, and Nasta stepped
forward, and bowing humbly, though with
no humility in his eye, craved a boon at the
hands of tho Queen Nyleptha.

Nyleptha turned a littlo pale, but bowed
graciously, and prayed tha "well beloved
lord" to sjwik on, whereon in a few straight-
forward, soldier like words ho asked her hand
in marriage .

Then, lfore sho could find words to r,

tbo High Priest Aeon took ur tho talo.

1
-

aaa " - " -- , - -

V;.'L

sJri

KrrnT.oTlCUUa
IN EVEKf

oittof ORDER.

NEW HOME SEWING MACHINE G.ORANCE.MASS.

" - 30 UNION 6qUARE,NX-ACAL- LA

'BILL. ATI 0.' TEX.
8T touis. mo. P'sfftAirie(o.ciat pr-"- gfi

C H SC AC 0
COTTAGE

Jim attained a standard of cxoollonoo which
admits of no superior.

It contains every improvement, thatlnvontire
geiiiutj, akid and money ciui produce.
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These Orffruif are celebrated tor volume,
quality of tone, quick response, artistlo design,
beauty In finish, perfect construction, making
t.iern tho most ilesirubie orKuns for homes,
schools, churches, lodges, societies, eto.

ISTAEMSriEl) REPUTATION.
CKEQCALED rACILITIKS, t

BlillXES WORKMEN, '

I! EST MATEEIAX,
OOMMWED, ILUU TDI3 J .''

THS POPULAR ORGAN
. ;

instruction Cooks anil Piano tob!s.

?tsloctin sml ?rloe liata, ea rura.
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Mexican

Mustang
Liniment

OTJUHQ
Sciatica, ; Scratches, Contracted
Lumbago, Sprains, DTflOJslAal

Bhecmatlsin, Strains,
J Barns, Stitches, Hoof Ail,
s Scalds, StiffJoints, Screw

Etingo,
Bites,

Backacho, Worms,
Qalla, Swinne.",

,
Brnlios, Sores, Saddle Galls,

'
B anions, Spavin PUes. '

Corns, Cracks,

THIS COOD OLD STAND-B- Y

accomplishes (or everybody exactly what itclalmed
for It. One of the reasons for the great popularity of
the Mustang Linunent Is found In It anlrersal
applicability. Everybody needs such a medlolne.

The Lnmbrft-ma- needs It in case of accident
The Housewife needs it for generalfamtly use.
The Cannier needs it for his teams and his dmo,
The Mechanic needs It always on his work

bench.
The Miner needs It In case of emergency.
The Pioneer needs it-c- ant get along without lb
Tbe Farmer needs it in bis house, his stabl

and his stock yard.
The Steamboat man or the Boatman needs

It In liberal supply aflootand ashore.
The Ilorse-fano- needs It It Is his best

friend and safest reliance.
The Stock-grow- er seeds it It will save him

thousands of dollars and a world of trouble.
The Railroad man needs it and wDJ need it so

long at his life is a round of aosUentt and dangers.
The Dackwoodsmaa needs It. Therelsnoth-'h- g

like it as an antidote for'tn dangers to Ufa,

tnb and comfort which surround the pioneer.

vie Merchant needs It about his store among
'is employees. Aootdents will happen and when
&se some the Kustaag Liniment is wanted at onoa.

Kse a Bottle In the lions. TU the best of
fcjnomy. .is

Keep a Bottle in the Factory Itslmmsdlate
v mease of accident save pala and loss of wages.

Acer a Bottle Alwajsla tau Stable for
s whoa wasted.

citAs. a.a:iTit. alrx. R. Gnomon.

SMITH & 6H0LS0N,

ttal

practice, in all the Courts of
1lf- -, TT t O, j

Counties and in the Supreme and
Federal Courts at Nashville.

OFFICE: Up-siai- rs in Chan- -

her round. '

I will be there," said Nylopibo, hurriedly)
on thy ttfe see that thou fall me not.

CHAPTER XVL
BEroBB TUB STATUE,

It was nlpjlit dead night and the silenos
lay on the Frowning City like a cloud.

Secretly, as evil doers, Blr Henry Curtis,
Umslnpngaos and myself threaded our way
through the towards a by entrance
to tho great throne chamber. Once we were
met by tho fierce, rattling challenge of the
sentry. I gave the countersign and the
man grounded his spear and let us pass.
Also, we were oilWrs of the queen's body
guard, and in that capacity bad a ribt to
come and go unquestioned.

Wo gained the ball in safety. So empty
and so still was it that even when we had
passed, the sound of our fontstqis yet echoed
tip tho lofty walls, vibrating faintly and still
more faintly against the cavern roof, like
ghosts of tho footsteps of doad men haunting
tho place that once tliey trod.

It was an oris spot, and it oppressed me.
Tho moon wr.s full, and threw great pencil)
and patches of light thronli Ujo high, sa

oponlugs in the walls, that lay pure
and beautiful upon the block uus of the mar-

ble floor, like white flowers on a coffin. Oue
of thoso silver arrows fell upon tho statuo of
tho sloeplng Radomos, and of the angel form
bent over him, illumining it, and a small cir-cl-o

round it, with a soft, clear light, remind-
ing mo ot that which Cuthulii illumine tho
altars of their cathedrals.

lloro by the statue wo took our stand and
waitod Sir Honry and I close together,

some paces oil in the darkness, so

that I could only just make out his towering
outline leaning on tho outline of nn as.

So long did wo wait that I almost fell
asleep resting against tho cold marble, but
was suddenly aroused by hearing Curtis give
a quick , catching breath. Theu from far, far
far away there camo a littlo sound, as though
tho statues that linad the walls wero whistier-lo-g

to each other somo moisage of tbe ages.

It was tho faiut sweep of a lady's dross.
Nenrr it grew, and nearer yet. Wo could
sea a figure steal from patch to patch of
moon'tght, and even hear tho soft fall of san-

daled feet, another second and I saw tho
blacls silhouette of the old Zulu raise its arm
to mute saluto. and Nyleptha was before us.

Oh, bow beautiful sho looked as she paused
a moment Just within tho circlo of the moon-

light 1 Her hand was pressed upon her heart,
and her whlto bosom heaved beneath it.
Round her head a broidered scarf was lcosely

thrown, partially shadowing tbe perfect face,

and thus rendering it even moro lovely; for
beauty, dependont as it is to a certain extent
upon the imagination, is never so beautiful
as when it U half hid. There she stood, radi-

ant but half doubting, stately and yet so

swoct It was but a moment; but I then and
there fell in lova with her myself, and have
remained so to this hour; for indeed she

looked more like an angel out of heaven than
a loving, passionate, mortal woman. Low we

bowed before her, and then she stioke.
"I have come," she whispered, "but it was

at great risk. Ye know not how I am
watched. The priests watch me. Borais
watches me with thoso great eyes of hers.
My very guards are spies upon me.

Nasta watches me too. Oh, let him bo care-

ful i" and she stamped her foot. "Let blm bo

careful; I am a woman, and therefore hard
to drive. Ay, and I am a quoen, too, and
can still avenge. Let him be careful, I say,
lest iu place of giving him my hand I take
his head;" and she ended the outburst with a
little sob and then smiled up at us bewitch-ingl- y

and laughed.,, ,

"Tbou didst bid me come hither, my Lord
Iucubu" (Curti3 had taught ber tocall him
bo). "Doubtless it is about business of the
stat, for I know that thou art ever full of

great ideas and plans for my welf are and my

people's. So, even oa n queen should I have
como, though I greatly fear the dark alone;"

and again she laughed and gave him n glance

from her gray eyes.
' At this point I thought It wlso to moVo ft

littlo, since secrets "of tho state" should not
bo mado publio property, but she would not
lot mo go far, peremptorily stopping mo

within five yards or so, saying that sh feared
surprise. So it came to pass that, however
unwillingly, I heard all that passed.

"Thou knowest, Nyleptha," said Sir ITenry,

"that it wa3 for nono of theso things that I
asked thoo t9 mo at this lonely place. Nylep-

tha, wasto not tho tinio iu pleasantry, but
listen to m?, for I lovo thee."

As boald tho words I saw her face break
up, as it wero, nnd change. The coquetry
went out ot it, and in its placo there bhono a
great light of love, which seemed to glorify
it, and make it liko that of the marblo augcl
overhead. I could not help thinking that it
must havo been a touch of prophetic instinct
which made tho long dead Radomas limn iu
tho features of tho angel of his inspiring vis-

ion so strange a likeness of his own descend-

ant. Sir Henry also must have observed er.d
been struck by tho likeness, for, catching tha
look upon Nylcptha's face, be glanced quickly
from it to tho moonlit statue, and theu back
again at his beloved.

''Thou sayest thou dost lovo me," oho said,
in a low voice, "and tby voice rings true; but
how am I to know that thou dost speak tho
truth! Though," eho wenton, with proud hu-

mility, and iu tho stately third person which
Is S3 iargely used by tho "I be as
nothing in the eyes of my lord" and she
courtesied towards him "who comes from
among a wonderful people, to whom my peo-

ple are but children, yet here am I a queen
and a leader of men, and if I would go to a
battle a hundred thousaud spears shall sparkle
in my train like stars glimmering down the
path of the bent moon. And although my
beauty be a littlo thing in the eyes of my lord"

and she lifted her broidered skirt and cour-tesio- d

again "yet here among my own peo-

ple am f held right lair; ond ever since I was
a woman the great lords of my kingdom havo
made quarrel concerning me, as though, for-

sooth." she added, with a flash of passion,
"I were a duer to be pulled down by tbe
hungriest wolf, or a horse to be sold to the
highest bidder. Let my lord paiuon me if I
weary my lord, but it hath pleased ruy lord
to say that ho lovoa me, Nyleptha, a queen ot
tbe and therefore would I say, that
though my love and my hand be not much
to my lord, yet to me are they alL"

"Ohl" she cried, with a sudden and thrillLig
change of voice, and modlf jing her d

mode of address "oh, how ean I know that
thou loveet but mot Bow oan I know that
thou wilt not weary of me and seek thine own
place again, leaving in Wh is
there to Mil me bns that thou loveet some
other woman, some fair woman unknown to
me, but who yst draws breath beneath this
same mooa that shines on me Tell
mo how am I to knowf And the clasped ber
bands and stretched thm out towards him,
and looked appealtngly into his face.

"Nyleptha," answttred Sir Henry, adopting
the way of speech, "1 have told the
that I lev tkse; bow ant I to tail thee how
much I love the! Is there, then, a measure
for lovst Yet will I try. I soy not that I
have sever looked poa another woman with
favor, bat this I say, that I love tto with a3 j

toy life aa4 with all any swaaftb; thai I love
the now, aad shall love fbao Mil I grow oold j

ta datK, are. aad as I VHt, beyond my j

talk, aai oa aad ea forever; I ssy thai toy j

tco JgjaBrS to my ear, sad tfcy touch a, !
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and .Hnml-Annu- Drawings of the Louis-
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Absolutely Pure.
This powder never varies. A marvel o

purity, strength and wholesomeness. More
eoonomloal ttinn the ordlniiry kinds, and
cannot besold in com p etltlnnwltb the mul
titude of low tost, snort weight, alum or
Phosphate powders. Mild only in mnt,

- ROYAL UAKINU PODKR CO.,
10U Wall Street, New York.

lHiG CUSSES WAI11
prepared to

furnish all olmipa with employment at horn
the whole of the time, or for their spare mo
meuts, Ruslness new, light Mild profitable.
Persons of either sex easily nam from jSOoent?
to (5.01) per evening, and a proportional sum
by devoting all their time lo the business.
Hoys and girls earn nearly as much as men.
That all who see this may send their sddiess,
mid test the business, we make this oiler: To
such as are not well satisfied we will send one
dollar to pay for the trouble of writing. Fui:
particulars and outfit tree. Address GBOUGfc
Htinbox 4 Co.. Portland Maine.

A ciiivalric Kentueklan named
Jo. Bell near Owensboro, the other
day immortalized himself by thrash-
ing ji woman. It was not his mother-in--

law, or his wife, but another
man's wife. The other man's wife
ougnt to thrash her husband if he
does not thrash Jo.

Parker (Dummy) McCombs, the
deaf and dumb negro who killed
Hob Carev a short t! ma navi urns
tried and acquitted Iri Ilopkinsville
uu me oni uiu.

J. Rider Haggard's brother is
about to issue a book at Madagascar.
The people of the United States have
the consolation of knowing that tbe
quarantine against foreign seaport
will be rigidly enforced.

.

Hon. Zeb Vance, U. S. . Senator
at T 1 a mm airrom ixonn uarouna, ras ordered hip
old fldilhto be sent from homo to
Washington. Now let the quiet and
peaceable denizens of tho national
capitol listen.for old fashioned Tar heel
reels and cotillious.

If you are bothered with 'hard
times" and . want to learn how to
turn your time into money quickley
and pleasantly, write to B. F. John
son & Co., ! Richmond. Va. They
have a plan on foot that you ought
carefully to consider.

Pasture. .

We have 20 acres fine pasture with
two running streams through it in
South Clarksville in which we will
let a few cows or horses. '

Keener & Northington.

IU1 n
By II. RIDER HAGGARD.

acTHoa or "ki.ko Solomon's Kn;ES,".."8nB,"
MJES8," ,"TnB WITCH'S BIAO," "TO.

Then suddenly, like tlie notes ot some deep
throated bird, her rounded voice rang out iu
soug so wildly sweet, and yet with so eerie and
sad a refrain, that it made the very blood stand
still Up, up soared the golden notes, that
seemed to inelt far away, and then to grow
again and travel on, laden with all the sor-
row of the world and all tho despair of tho
lost, It was a marvelous song, but I had not
time to listen to it properly. However, I got
the words of it afterward, and here is a trans-
lation of iu burden, so far as it admits of be-
ing translated at all;

" ' V 80RAI3' SONG.
As a desolate bird that through darkness Its lost

way is winging,
As a hand that is helplessly raised when Death's

siukls is swinging.
So life I aye, the life that lends passion and

breath to my singing.

J t the nightingale's song that Is full of a sweet-
ness unspoken,

'.a a spirit unbarring the gates of the skies for a
token,

to Is lovel aye, the love that shall fall when his
pinion is broken.

As the tramp of tho legions when trUnpets their
challenge are sending,

Aa the shout of tbe storm god when lightnings
the black sky are rending,

Bo Is power: aye, the power that shall lie In the
dust at Us ending. ,

So short Is our lifo; yet with apace for all things
to forsake us,

A bitter delusion, a dream from which caught
can awake us.

Till Death's dogging footsteps at morn or at eve
dl o'crtoke us.

BSIUUK.
'

Ob, the world h fair at the dawnlog dawning
dawning,

But the red sun sinks In blood, the red sub sinks
in blood.

I only wish that I could write down the
aiusic too.

Now, Curtis, now, I whispered, when she
began the second verse, and turned my back.

Nyleptha," he said for my nerves were
so much on the stretch that I could hear every
word, low as it was spoken, even through
Sorais' divine notes Nyleptha, I must speak
with thee this night; upon my life I must.
Bay aae bo nay, eh, aay mo not aay I"

"How can I speak with theershe answered,
locking fixedly Ufoiv her; "queens are not
like Uier people. I am surrounded and
watched.

Us, Nyleptha, thus: I will be before
tho statu of Bademaa in the great hall at
uidutcua. I have tao ooantersica and eaa
pass a. Maoasnas.aa wiM be share to keep
(ard, aaa with him tho Zola. Ob, oorae,
iny qnesn; deny me not"

"li Is not seemly she mar mured: and fc

'oeorrew
I Jm fa the niuais bs to ale in Bis Iaej

ond in a speech of real eloquence and power
pointed out tho many advantages of the pro-
posed alliance how it would consolidate the
kingdom; for Nasta's dominions, of which ho
was virtually king, were to much
what Scotland used to bo to England; how it
would gratify the wild mountaineers, and bo
poi-um- r utosj tuoiowiery, for Nasta was a
famous gonoral; how it would set nor dynasty
firmly on tho throne, and would gain the
blessing ond approval of tho "Sun," i. e., of
the office of high priest, nnd so on. Many of
his arguments were undoubtedly valid; and
there was, looking ot it from a political point
of view, everything to bo said for the mar-rhg- e.

But, unfortunately, it is difficult to
play tho game of politics with the persons of
young ond lovely qneeni as though they were
ivory effigies of themselves on a chess board.
Nylcptha's face, while Agon spouted awny,
Wot A nerfaet atllftv alia amlla (tttod.t Knfc

beneath the smile it set like a stone, and her
eyes began to flash ominously.

At lost he atopped, and the prepared herself
to auswer. Before she did so, however, Sorais
leaned toward her add said, In a voice suS--) '

cientlyloud for me to catch what she said,
"Bethink tbee well, my sister, ere thou dost
speak, for mothlnks that our thrones may
hang upon thy words."

Nyleptha made no answer, and with a ,

shrug and a smile, Sorais lee.nd bock again
and listened.

"Of a truth a great honor bos been done to
mo," she said, "that my poor hand should not
only have been ssked in marriage, but that
Agon here should be so swift to pronounce
the blessing of the Sun upon my union.

that iu another minute he wouVl have
wed us fast era the bride had said her say.
Nasta, I thank thee, and I will b-- a think me of
thy words, but now as yet I have no mind for
marriage; that Is a cup of which none knov '

the taste until they begin to drink it Aga'ii
I thank theo, Nasta," and she made as though

!. I., -- I

The great lord's face turned almost ri
block as his beard with fury, for he Lnev?
that the words amounted to a final refusal cf

"Thanks be to the queen for her gracious
woras," ne said, restraining himself with dif-
ficulty nnd looking anything but grateful, .

"my heart shall surely treasure them. And
now I crave another boon, namely, tbe royal
leave to withdraw myself to my own poor
citios lu the north until such time as tha ,
queen shall say toy suit nay or yea. May-
hap," ho added, with a sneer, "tbe queen will
be pleased to visit me there, and to bring
with ber these stranger lords, and lw
cowled darkly toward us. "It is but a poor ,

country and a rough, but we are a hardy? 1

race of mountaineers, and there shall be "
fathered 30.000 iwordsmon to shoot a wU
como to her."

This speech, which was almost a declara-
tion of rebellion, was received in complete '

silence, but Nyleptha flushed up and an-
swered it with spirit. '..--

"Oh, surely, Hasta, I will come, ondlibe
strange ioius in and rormy train, every man... . .4 t .at. I. .avi wgr uiuuuuuneers wno cans me prince will
I bring two from the lowlands who call me
queen, and we will see whiqji U tfre stancbest

Till tlH A..AWnll H

Tho trumpets blared out, the queens rose,
end tbo great assembly broke up in murmur- -
inj confusion, ond for myself I went homo
with a heavy heart, foreseeing civil war.

After this there was quiet for a few weeks.
Curtis and tho queen did not of tea meet, aud )

exorcised tbo utmost caution not to allow the
truo relation in which they stood to each
other to leak out; but, do what they would, --

rumors as bard to trace as a buzzing fly in a
dark room, and yet quite as audible, began to .

bum round and round, and at lost t) ettle cn
her throne. ,

, CHAPTER XVII.
' TUB BTOHM

(
And cow J5 was that tho trouble which ot

first bad been but a cloud as kr;--a as a man's '

hand began to loom very black and big upon
'

our horizon, namely, Borahr preference for
Sir Henry. I saw the storm drawing nearer
tnd nearer; ond so, poor fellow, did ho., Tbe "

affection of so lovely and highly placed a
woman was not a thing that could in a
goucral way bo considered a calamity by any '
roan; but, situated as Curtis was, It was a
grievous burden to bear. , ..

To begin with, Nyleptha, though altogether
charming, was, it must be admitted, of
rather jealous disposition, and was soinewiat '
ant to visit on ber lover' Lead her imlirn.
tion at tbe marks of what Alphonso would. ,. . , . .1 ..,1 1 U.I .' J L 1 J.uminimi vu uiawiiuisuexi consiuerauon
with which ber royal sister favored him. '

Then the enforced secrecy of his relations to
Nyleptha prevented Curtis flora taking sorae
opportunity of putting a stop, or trying to
put a stop, to this falsa condition of affairs,
by telling Sorais, in a casual but confidential
way, that he was going to marry her tfc&r.
A third sting In Sir Henry's heaey was that
he knew that Good was honestly awl siuoarely ' '

attached to tbe ominous looking, hut most
attractive. Lady of tbe Night Indsetl, poor
Bong wan was wasting himself to a shadow
of his fat and Jolly self about ber, Us face
getting BO'tbia tiat bis eyeglass woukl '

scarcely stick iu it; while she, with a sort of
careless ooqurtry, Just gave blm enoourage-me- nt

enough to kep bim goiur, thlukinz. 1)0
doubt, that ho might be useful as a stalking
bore. I triad to give bits a hint, lu as deM- -
oata a way as 1 avoid, but be flew into a buff
and would not listen to nu; ta I Aitai-mine- d

to let IU alone, for foar of Banking it worse.
roor uooul be rsaljy was very tumorous in
bis diatreta, aud want iu for all Berts of ab-
surdities, aador tbe ioL'of tint be was

his salt. Ou of tbeut was tbe
writing with tk avsiwtauoe sf ono of the
grave aad reverend Baignlrfrs wko fcistracted
us, abd who, wbatsver may havo been the
measure sf lib srodilMB, ati'l sot andsrstand
bow to ooaa a lino of a most intonnioabk)

di love aoBg, of wbiob th ooaWkUaalry
rerarrui rsfrala wao BomotbiBg abnat I '

wUlkimtbeo;cyos,Iwi.kJaBtaer Jfow
among tko di it b a oommoo fcrkl
most banuVwa tauif for yoaag Ban fc a re--
nads Iodise at Bight, so I holiwe titty ft,
til a anavakatrai miwItIl. nf Fmotmi . .1

an survs oi nonssiuscMi songs so loom.
Availing himself of tha custom. Good be--

Eefort th tialue."
"Look 1" ho wont on, pointing to tbe statue

on which (ho moonlight played so brightly.
"Thou seest thnt angel woman who rests her
linrid upon the forehead ot tho sleeping man;
and thou seest how at bor touch his soul
flames up and shines out through his flesh,
even ns a lamp at the touch of the fire; so is
it with me and thoo, Nyleptha. Tbou host
awakened my soul and called it forth, and
now, Nyleptha, it is not mine, not mine, but
tbino, and thino only. There is no more for
uw to say; i:i thy bands Is my lifo." , And he
leaned back against the pedestal of the
statuo, looking very pale, and bis eyes shin-

ing, but proud ond handsome as a god.
Slowly, slowly she raised ber bead, and

fixed her wonderful eyes, all alight with the
greatness of her passion, full upon his face,
as though to read his very soul Then at last
bo spoke, low indeed, but clearly as a silver

Wit
'Of a truth, weak woman that I am, I da

believe thee. Ill will be the day for thue, and
for aio also, If it be my fato to learn that i
have believed a lie. And now hearken unto
me, O mau, who hath wandered here trim far
to steal my heart and make me all t'uiu t own.
I put my band upon thine baud U as, and
thus I, whoso lips havo never kissed bifore.do
kiss thee on the brow; and now by my band,
and by that first and holy kiss, oy, by my
people's weal and by my throne that like
enough I shall lose for thee, by the name of
ray high bouse, by the sacred stone and by the
eternal majesty of the Sun, I swear that for
thee will I livo and die. And I swear that I
will love theo and thee only till death, ay,
and beyond if, as thou sayest, there be a be-

yond end that tby will shall lie my will, and
tby ways my ways.

"Oh, see, see, my lord! thou knowest not
bow bumble is she who loves; I, who am a
queen, I kneel before thee; even nt thy feet 1

do my homage;" and the lovely impassioned
creature flung herself .down cn her knees ou
tho cold marble before him. And after that
I really do not know what-- happened, tot 1

could stand it no longer, and cleared oft to
refresh myself with a little of old (Jmslopo-caa- s'

society, leaving them to settle it their
own way, and a very long time tbey were

.about it.
Some three-quarter- s of an hour afterward

tho "pair of doves" camo strolling toward us,
Curtis looking slightly silly, and KylcpJia re-

marking calmly that the moonlight mado
very pretty effects on the marblo. Then, for
the was in a most grarious mood, she took my
hnnd and said that I was "her lord's" dear
friend, ond therefore most dear to her not a
word for my own sako, you boo. Next she
lifted Um?lopogaas' ax and examined it curi-
ously, saying' S'guiflcantly as sbe did so that
ho might toon have causo to use it iu defense
of her.

After that the nodded prettily to us all, and
casting ono tender glance at ber lover, glided
off into tho darkness like a beautiful vision.

When we got back to our quarters, which
we did without accident, Curtis asked mo,
jocularly, what I was thinking about.

"I am wondering," I answered, "on what'
principle it is arranged that some people
should find beautiful queens to fall in love
with them, while others find nobody at all,
or worse than nobody, and I ora also wonder-
ing how many brave men's lives this night's
work will cost." It was rather nasty of rue,
perhaps, but somehow oil the feelings do not
evaporato with age, and I could not help be-

ing a litth J alous of my old fricnd'3 luck.
Vanity, ray tons, vanity of vanities I .:

Oa the following morning Good was in-

formed of tho happy occurrence, and posi-

tively rippled with smiles that, originating
winewhero about the mouth, slowly traveled
up bis face like tbo rings In a duck pond,
till they flowed over tbo brim of bis eyeglass
ond went whero sweet smiles go. Tho fact of
tho matter, however, was that not only was
Good rejoiced about tho thing on its own
merits, but also for personal reasons. Ho
adored SoraU quito as earnestly ts Sir Henry
adored Nyleptha, ond bis Adoration had not
altogether prospered. Indeed, it bad seemed
to him and to mo also that tho dark Cleopatra
liko queen favored Curtis in ber own curious,
inscrutable way much more ' than Good.
Therefore it was a reliof to him to learn that
bis unconscious rival was permanently and
satisfactorily attached in another direction.
His face fell a little, however, when he was
told that tbo whole thfng was to be kept as
secret as tbe dead, abov all from Sorais for
the present, inasmuch as tbe political conv ;l--
iJoa which would follow such an announce-
ment at the moment would be altogether too
great to face, and would very possibly, if
prematurely made, shake Nyleptha from her
throne.

That noroing we again attended in tho
throne hail, and I could not help smiling to
myself when I qpmpared the visit to our last,
aud reflecting that if tbe walls could speak
they would have strange tales to tlL

What actresses women oral There, high
upon her goldea throne, draped In her Ma-

soned "kaf" or robe of state, sat the fair Ny-

leptha; and when Sir Usury came in a little
late, dressed in tbe full nuiform of an oQcer
of her guard, and humbly bent himself be-

fore her, she morsly acknowledged his salute
with, a careless od and turned her bead
coldly aside. It was a vary large court, for
net only did the eoreniony ot the signing of
tbo laws attract snany outside ot those whose
duty it was t attend, but also the rumor
that Nasta we going-- to publicly ask tbe
band of Nykotba in marriage bad rone
abroad, with ae result that tho great hall
was crowded to its utmost capacity. There
were our friends the prissta in force, headed
by Agon, who retarded us with a vindictive
rye; and a meet iinposiBg band tbey were,
wi b their long white embroidered robes girt
with a goklea chain from which hung the
fish like scales. There, too, were a number of
tho lords, esK-- with a band of brilliantly
attired attsadaBts, aad Breminont among
tbera was iai, stroking his black beard
mAiitatircly d looking unnsually utiplras-tui- t.

It was a splendid said impressive sight,
rtUfly B Km afitisr kaTieg read out

in a m

thought blra that b would 3trruji4a&


